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On Thursday, March 27,
Durham Community Land
Trustees was honored to
partner with El Centro
Hispano to present the first
session of the COMPRAR
Home Pathway to Affordable
Homeownership—a workshop
series created to support
Latino families on their
journey to becoming
homeowners.
The evening was filled with
warmth, engagement, and
empowerment. Families
gathered at El Centro
Hispano to learn how the
community land trust model
can open doors to affordable
and sustainable
homeownership. Sara Chavez,
one of our dedicated team
members, gave a heartfelt
and informative presentation
about DCLT’s mission and
how the CLT model keeps 
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Opening Doors: DCLT Partners with El
Centro Hispano Launches COMPRAR
Home Pathway Workshop Series

homes affordable for
generations. Huge thanks to
Sara for representing us so
beautifully!
We were also thrilled to be
joined by DCLT homeowner
Sabrina Irizarry, who shared
her homebuying journey
during the interview portion
of the session. Her story
offered attendees a powerful, 

United in their commitment to housing equity,
Sabrina Irizarry, Sherry Taylor, and Arisha Guerra
Fonseca provided vital resources and inspiration
for future homeowners.

first-hand perspective on
what it’s really like to become
a homeowner through DCLT. 
Sabrina was also recently
featured on the PBS NC’s
ncIMPACT Homebuyer
episode, where she spoke
about her experience and
how DCLT helped make her
dream of homeownership a
reality.
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Sara Chavez shares how the community land trust
model creates lasting affordability and opens doors
to homeownership at El Centro Hispano during the
COMPRAR Home Pathway workshop.

We’re especially grateful to El
Centro Hispano and their
team for their hospitality and
partnership. By working
together, we’re able to
broaden our reach and
serve more families with the
tools and knowledge they
need to build a stable future.
With childcare and dinner
provided, families were able
to participate without worry—
because we know that making
time to start the homebuying
journey isn’t always easy.
This is just the beginning!
We’re excited to continue
with Part 2 of the series,
where attendees will return to
El Centro Hispano and use
the onsite computer lab to
take actionable next steps in
their homeownership journey.
This two-part format is
intentional: we want to
ensure families are not only
informed—but empowered to
act on what they’ve learned
with guidance and support.
Stay tuned for updates on
future sessions, and help us
spread the word—affordable
homeownership is within
reach, and together, we’re
making it possible.

Executive Director Sherry Taylor interviewed DCLT
homeowner Sabrina Irizarry, who shared her
personal homebuying journey. Attendees engaged
directly, asking questions and gaining real-life
insight into what the path to homeownership can
look like.

www.dclt.org
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Cultivate Community: 
Become an Ashe Street
Garden Steward!
We are looking for dedicated
garden stewards for the Ashe
Street Community Garden! If you’re
passionate about green spaces and
community building, consider
volunteering a few hours each
month. Stewards will help with
canvassing for workdays, garden
maintenance, and leading
volunteers.

As a steward, you’ll receive
resources and support from DCLT,
including an annual membership to
the Durham Garden Group and
valuable connections in the
environmental and affordable
housing space. This is a chance to
grow fresh produce for residents
(and yourself!), foster camaraderie,
shape the future of the garden, and
enhance this shared space for all.

Interested? Email Amy Pittman at
Amy@DCLT.org to get involved.
Thank you for helping us grow
something great!
               -Written by Meixin Wang
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Hot Off The Press!

DCLT’s Executive Director, Sherry Taylor, was in
Washington, D.C. this past week representing
Durham and advocating for housing policies
that strengthen our communities! She joined
fellow housing leaders—including Yolanda
Winstead, President of DHIC and Southern
Region Representative on the NeighborWorks
National Association (NNA) Board—during
NeighborWorks National Association Legislative
Day. Together with our North Carolina
NeighborWorks network partners—Mountain
Housing Opportunities, DreamKey Partners, and
others—this powerful group brought the voices
of our communities straight to Capitol Hill.
We’re proud to have Sherry at the table
fighting for housing justice and affordability!
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The 2024 Annual Report for Durham
Community Land Trustees (DCLT) marks a
year of resilience, strategic growth, and
deepened community impact. With a focus
on preserving and expanding access to
affordable housing, this year’s report tells the
story of people and progress powered by
purpose.
Throughout 2024, DCLT advanced its mission
by developing new housing opportunities,
sustaining long-term affordability, and
expanding outreach through workshops,
community events, and partnerships. The
report highlights milestones such as the
preservation of naturally occurring affordable
housing on Anderson Street, the
groundbreaking of Guthrie Village—a new
development prioritizing veterans—and the
revitalization of the Ashe Street Community
Garden, which reaffirms our commitment to
building not just homes, but healthy, connected
neighborhoods.
The theme, “Bringing Durham Home,” is
reflected in every project and initiative.
Whether through first-time homeowner success
stories, neighborhood revitalization efforts, or
policy advocacy, DCLT continues to
demonstrate that housing is not just about
shelter—it’s about dignity, stability, and the
power of community.

The report also lifts up the voices of affordable
housing advocates, like Bertha Bradley, who
has called Durham, NC, home for decades. Her
story reflects the power of permanence—how
long-term affordability creates stability, fosters
deep community roots, and allows families to
thrive across generations.
As DCLT looks ahead, the Annual Report calls
on partners, supporters, and residents to
continue walking alongside us in the work.
Together, we can preserve what makes Durham
home—for everyone.

Reflecting Progress, Renewing Purpose: 
DCLT’s 2024 Annual Report
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​At Durham Community Land Trustees
(DCLT), our mission to provide sustainable,
affordable housing is strengthened by the
invaluable partnerships we cultivate within
the community. One such esteemed partner
is Blueprint Roofing and Repairs, a local
roofing company specializing in storm
damage repair for over a decade.

Blueprint Roofing offers a comprehensive
range of services, including shingle, metal,
and flat roofing repair and replacement, as
well as commercial roofing solutions. Their
team of experienced and certified
technicians is dedicated to delivering high-
quality workmanship, ensuring that homes
are not only restored but also fortified
against future challenges.

The collaboration between DCLT and
Blueprint Roofing has been instrumental in
maintaining the integrity of our housing
stock. By promptly addressing roofing issues,
Blueprint Roofing helps us ensure that our
residents have safe and secure homes. Their
commitment to excellence aligns seamlessly
with DCLT's vision of fostering thriving
communities through affordable housing.

Partner Highlight: 
Stronger Roofs, Stronger Communities          

Partnerships like the one we share with
Blueprint Roofing are vital to our work. They
exemplify how local businesses and
nonprofit organizations can unite to make
a tangible difference in the lives of
community members. We extend our
deepest gratitude to Blueprint Roofing and
Repairs for their unwavering support and
dedication to our shared mission.

Brian Randleman, owner and founder of
Blueprint Roofing and Repairs, stands
behind his commitment to quality,
reliability, and community—values that
make him a trusted partner in DCLT’s
mission to preserve affordable housing.
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We’re thrilled to welcome Tawana Jackson
to the DCLT team as our new Property
Manager! With over two decades of
experience in affordable housing and
community engagement, Tawana brings a
deep understanding of what it takes to create
safe, well-managed, and welcoming
communities.

Tawana has worked in a variety of roles,
including as a Community Manager, Assistant
Property Manager, and Program Manager at
local organizations such as Community
Builders, Durham Housing Authority, and
Freedom House Recovery Center. Most
recently, she served as the Membership
Engagement Director at the YMCA, where
she led outreach and engagement efforts
to strengthen community connections.

Tawana’s experience in HUD programs,
Section 8, tax credit housing, and resident
services makes her a perfect fit for DCLT.
She is passionate about building strong
relationships with residents and ensuring that
our housing is not only affordable, but also
supportive and responsive to the needs of the
community.

Please join us in giving Tawana a warm
DCLT welcome!

Welcome Tawana Jackson, 
Our New Property Manager!

We couldn't do this work without the
dedicated efforts of our incredible

Property Operations Team! From keeping
our homes in top condition to supporting
residents with care and professionalism,

this team plays a vital role in making
DCLT communities safe, stable, and

welcoming. Their behind-the-scenes work
ensures that our mission of preserving
affordable housing is lived out every
single day. Thank you for all you do!

Tawana Jackson

Shoutout to Our Property
Operations Team!



We’re excited to announce the launch of our newly revamped website at dclt.org!
Designed with community in mind, the updated site makes it easier than ever to learn
about our mission, stay informed, and get involved.
One of the most exciting features of the new site is our Events Calendar—a dedicated
hub where you can find up-to-date information about upcoming DCLT events,
workshops, and community gatherings. Whether it's a homebuyer education session, a
neighborhood cleanup, or a special event like our Annual Meeting, the Events Calendar
ensures that you never miss an opportunity to connect, learn, and participate.
You can find the Events Calendar right from the homepage—just click "Events
Calendar" in the main menu and explore everything we have going on. We encourage
all of our supporters, residents, and community partners to check it regularly, mark their
calendars, and spread the word.
At DCLT, we believe that strong communities are built on shared experiences and
informed participation. With the new calendar, we’re making it easier to be part of the
important work we do together—from housing workshops to community celebrations.
Visit us at dclt.org today, and see what’s coming up!
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DCLT Launches Revamped Website with 

New Events Calendar Feature
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