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Sherry Taylor Wins Triangle Business
Journal's 2025 Women in Business Award,
Celebrating Transformative Leadership

Sherry Taylor has been honored with the 2025 Women in Business Award, a recognition of her
dedication and impact as Executive Director of Durham Community Land Trustees (DCLT).
Her commitment to affordable housing, community development, and sustainability has made
a lasting difference in Durham. In 2024, Taylor led DCLT through a year of transformative
achievements. Under her guidance, eight families achieved homeownership through a pilot

downpayment assistance program. She also secured funding for the acquisition of the 48-unit
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property at 1600 Anderson Street, expanding
DCLT's ability to serve low- to moderate-
income residents. Additionally, she oversaw the
groundbreaking of Guthrie Village, an
innovative project featuring sustainable one-
and two-bedroom ADUs made from shipping
containers, providing modern solutions to
affordable housing challenges.

Her commitment to sustainability was evident
in a partnership with Yes Solar Solutions,
bringing solar energy to DCLT rental
properties to reduce energy costs for residents.
Taylor also championed community
engagement efforts, organizing multiple events
at Ashe Street, |eoding ci’rywide beautification
projects, and strengthening community
connections.

Education and outreach were also key
priorities in 2024. Taylor played a leading role
in nearly monthly homebuyer workshops,
ensuring accessibility through well-coordinated
presentations, venues, and resources. She also
represented DCLT at the HUD Innovative
Housing Showcase on the National Mall, where
she shared the organization’s mission and
introduced its innovative ADU model to a
national audience.

Taylor’s leadership was instrumental in
securing numerous grants and partnerships,
providing vital funding to expand DCLT's
programs and initiatives. She also enhanced
community engagement through impactful
storytelling, increasing DCLT's media presence
via newsletters and social media. In addition,
she spearheaded the East Durham Block Party,

Sherry Taylor shares insights on affordable
homeownership solutions during the Premio
HOME: Elevating Community-Based Housing
Solutions for Homeownership Panel at the
2024 UnidosUS Annual Conference.
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a vibrant Memorial Day celebration that
energized the community and built momentum
for Guthrie Village. Beyond her work at DCLT,
Taylor has been active in the broader
community, serving on the Durham City &
County Environmental Affairs Board for over
three years and participating in numerous
speaking engagements. Notably, she delivered
a powerful speech at the Premio HOME:
Elevating Community-Based Housing Solutions
for Homeownership Panel during the 2024
UnidosUS Annual Conference, emphasizing the

importance of accessible and sustainable
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affordable housing solutions. The recognition
of Taylor's work underscores her unwavering
commitment to DCLT’s mission. To celebrate
this achievement, DCLT board members and
staff will attend the 2025 Women in Business
Awards Luncheon on March 12th, showing their
support as she receives this distinguished
honor.

DCLT congratulates Sherry Taylor on this well-
earned recognition and looks forward to
another year of meaningful progress under her

leadership.
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DCLT staff, Board Members, The Grant Street Ladies, and community volunteers came together

for the Big Sweep, removing over 400 lbs of trash from the creek in the historic Hayti

community. Their dedication to preserving and revitalizing our neighborhoods reflects the spirit

of service and leadership we celebrate in Sherry Taylor's incredible year at DCLT!
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DCLT Featured
on ncIMPACT's

Housing Episode on

PBS North Carolina

We are excited to share that Durham
Community Land Trustees (DCLT) will be
featured on the upcoming housing episode of
ncIMPACT, airing Friday, March 14, at 7:30
p.m. on PBS North Carolinal

ncIMPACT is a public affairs program
launched through the UNC School of
Government that explores critical policy
challenges across North Carolina. The show
examines how communities are tackling
pressing issues such as health, education,
economic development, and housing.

This special episode on housing will shine a
light on the impact of affordable housing

initiatives across the state, including the vital
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work being done by DCLT. Our Executive

Director, Sherry Taylor, was interviewed for

the segment, along with DCLT home renter
Bertha Bradley and DCLT homeowner

Sabrina lrizarry, who shared their stories of

finding stability and opportunity through
permanently affordable housing. We are
honored to be part of this important
conversation about housing affordability and
community-driven solutions.

We invite you to tune in and watch the
episode live or catch it later on PBS North
Carolina’s website. Help us spread the word
by sharing this news with your friends and
neighbors!
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Welcoming New

Leadership:

DCLT Hosts
Board Members

Orientation

On Saturday, February 8, Durham
Community Land Trustees (DCLT)
hosted a dynamic and engaging
orientation for our new Board of
Directors. The day was filled with
learning, team-building, and hands-
on experiences fo ensure our newest
leaders are well-prepared to support
DCLT's mission of creating and
preserving permanently affordable
housing in Durham.

The orientation kicked off with an in-
depth review of the Board of
Directors Manual, covering essential
governance topics such as bylaws,
policies, and the responsibilities of
board members. To make learning
interactive, new board members
participated in a spirited game of
DCLT Jeopardy, testing their
knowledge of our history, impact,

and community-driven initiatives.

Following the knowledge session,
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attendees stepped out into the
community for a guided tour of
DCLT properties. This firsthand look
at our homes and neighborhoods
provided valuable insight into the
work we do and the people we serve.
The day concluded with a group
lunch, where new and current board
Executive
Director Sherry Taylor, had the

opportunity to connect on a deeper

members, along with

level, fostering relationships that will
strengthen our leadership team.

We are excited to welcome our new
board members and look forward to
their contributions in advancing
DCLT's mission. Their dedication and
passion for affordable housing will
play a crucial role in bringing

Durham home for more families.
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Durham CAN is now hosting

listening sessions across Durham!

Saturday March 15th from 1-3pm there will be a special
listening session for West End community members in the

cafeteria of the Lyons Community Center at 1309 Halley
St., Durham, NC 27707.

We want to hear from you! What are you worried/angry
about here in Durham? What kinds of solutions do you
think we need? What do you think our community should

prioritize?

Durham CAN (Durham Congregations, Associations, and
Neighborhoods) is based in local Durham institutions
that share a concern for families and a tradition of faith
and democracy. We try to be a vehicle for ordinary
families to have a powerful voice in community decisions
that affect their lives, instead of leaving decision-making in
the hands of a select few. We intentionally crossing
boundaries of economics, race, age, religion, gender, sexual
orientation and geography that divide our communities.
While not a religious organization, CAN's agenda reflects
faith-informed and democratic values. Our campaigns are
issue-driven and politically non-partisan. We do not
endorse any candidate or party for elected office, and
instead put forth our issues agenda as our platform for

constructive change.



https://www.durhamcan.org/
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Cultivate Community:
Become an Ashe Street
Garden Steward!

We are looking for dedicated
garden stewards for the Ashe
Street Community Garden! If you're
passionate about green spaces and
community building, consider
volunteering a few hours each
month. Stewards will help with

canvassing for workdays, garden Thank you to everyone who attended

maintenance, and leading the Creek Restoration Community
volunteers. Open House on Thursday, March 6,

2025! Your support and engagement

As a steward, you'll receive are invaluable. Stay tuned for

resources and support from DCLT, . .
; : j upcoming opportunities to get
including an annual membership to
the Durham Garden Group and

valuable connections in the for our community.

environmental and affordable

involved and help shape this project

housing space. This is a chance to

Sprouting Soon:

(and yourself!l), foster camaraderie, WCIYS fto Join In
shape the future of the garden, and

enhance this shared space for all. 3/22- Creek Cleanup

grow fresh produce for residents

3/29- Volunteer Appreciation Day

Interested? Email Amy Pittman at
4/12- Garden Workda
Amy@DCLT.org to get involved. Y

Thank you for helping us grow
something great!

-Written by Meixin Wang www.dclt.org @ Q




